
Bethel Neighborhood Center has been a longstanding pillar of support for immigrants and refugees in

the community for the last 100 years and has expanded on its mission to do justice, love mercy, and to

walk humbly with God by preparing to fully utilize the newly renovated and expanded facilities, by

building upon its mission of providing housing, healthcare, job training, and pathways to self-sufficiency

for God’s people. Bethel is preparing for its next major endeavor: becoming a resettlement agency for

refugees.

With approval from the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM)—the humanitarian arm of

the U.S. State Department—Bethel will now play a pivotal role in resettling refugees in the Kansas City

area. This designation is a significant step for the organization and the community it serves, allowing it

to directly support incoming refugees.

In partnership with the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Bethel is preparing to welcome between

75 and 100 refugee families over the next year, starting in October 2024 through September 2025.

These refugees will benefit from Bethel’s commitment to creating a safe and nurturing environment

during their first year in the United States.

To successfully carry out this mission, Bethel is calling on the local community for support in several

ways:

Volunteer Time: Volunteers are needed to assist with a variety of resettlement tasks.

Furnish Apartments: Donations of household items will be used to prepare homes for incoming

refugee families.

Financial Donations: Monetary contributions will help sustain Bethel’s expanded mission.

Prayer: The center also encourages the community to offer prayers for the refugees and the

success of the resettlement program.

The enhanced facilities and expanded mission align with Bethel's core value of engaging the lives of

refugees and immigrants, offering them hope and practical assistance in building a new life. Those

interested in participating in this effort can reach out to Bethel Neighborhood Center to learn how to get

involved.

As Bethel Neighborhood Center steps into this new role, the organization continues its long-standing

tradition of compassionate service, now with the additional opportunity to help refugee families achieve

self-sufficiency in their new home.
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Annual Gathering 2024
The 2024 American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR) Annual Gathering is
scheduled to take place in Lyons, Kansas. Although the event is still over half a year away,
attendees are encouraged to plan ahead due to the limited number of hotels in Lyons and nearby
Sterling. Fortunately, there are ample lodging options in surrounding areas such as Great Bend,
Hutchinson, and McPherson. A comprehensive list of lodging options is available, and early
booking is advised.

The keynote speaker at this year’s Annual Gathering is Rev. Dr. Steve 
Van Ostran. Steve serves as the Executive Minister for the American 
Baptist Churches of the Rocky Mountains. He is passionate about 
empowering local churches and in helping them become the 
incarnated body of Christ in their community. He has served as 
Executive Minister since March of 2008 and has been involved in 
coaching pastors and local churches since 2003 after 18 years of pastoring local churches.

We look forward to the fellowship and spiritual growth this gathering will bring. Plan ahead,
register now, and secure your accommodations early.

Celebration Centre Inn and Suites- Lyons, KS
Lyons Inn- Lyons, KS
Country Inn- Sterling, KS
The Historic Wolf Hotel- Ellinwood, KS
Holiday Inn Express & Suites- Great Bend, KS
Quality Inn- Great Bend, KS
Best Western Angus Inn- Great Bend, KS
Holiday Inn Express- Hutchinson, KS
Comfort Inn & Suites- Hutchinson, KS
Hampton Inn- Hutchinson, KS
Fairfield Inn & Suites- McPherson, KS
Holiday Inn Express & Suites- McPherson, KS
Hampton Inn- McPherson, KS

There are numerous Bed & Breakfasts in the area. You can make reservations on the AirBnB
website. https://www.airbnb.com/

All Church Registration

Individual Registration

Youth Registration
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Delegates’ Names and Emails: 

Participants’ Names and Emails: 

2024 ABCCR Annual Gathering All Church Registration Form 
2024 will be the last year for an All Church Registration option. 

 
Church Name 

Address 

City 

Pastor Name 

Email 

State Zip 

Phone 

All Church Registration (does not cover childcare, meals, or accommodations) 
All Church Registrations will not be accepted after 9/10/2024 
All Church Registration- $200 

 

NOTE: Registration for delegates/participants is not complete until individual registration 
forms and meal payments have been received in the Region office. Please coordinate with 
delegates and participants to ensure that the All Church Registration form is submitted 
prior to individual registration forms if possible. 

 

Mail Check to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St, Topeka, KS 66614 

September 26, 2024 - Ministers Council Meeting and Dinner 
September 27-28, 2024 
First Baptist Church, 803 S. Dinsmore Ave, Lyons, KS 67554 
Celebration Centre, 1145 E. US #56, Lyons, KS 67554 

A completed individual registration form is required for each person; adult, youth, and child
listed on this all church registration form. 



 
Ham Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 

 
Friday Dinner $18 
Grilled Chicken, Vegetable, Salad, Rolls, Sheet Cake 

All Church Registration 

Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Free)
Thursday Clergy and Spouse Dinner (Non-Clergy) $18 
Chicken Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Sheet Cake 

Friday Lunch $13 

AB Men- Cheeseburgers, Fries, Cookies
AB Women- Sandwiches, Chips, Cookies 

Vegetarian
Gluten Free
Diabetic 

September 26, 2024 - Ministers Council Meeting and Dinner
September 27-28, 2024 

First Baptist Church, 803 S. Dinsmore Ave, Lyons, KS 67554 
Celebration Centre, 1145 E. US #56, Lyons, KS 67554 

City 
Yes 

Individual Registration $45 

Zip 

No 

How will you be registering? 

2024 ABCCR Annual Gathering Individual Registration Form 

If the All-Church Registration fee is not paid by 9/10/2024, you are required to pay an
individual registration fee. 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

If you want to confirm that your church has paid the All Church Registration, please contact your
church office or Morgan Bandy at the ABCCR office. morgan.bandy@abccr.org 

Choose Your Meals 

ABW Lunch Option 

First and Last Name 

Phone 
Address 
City 
Church Name 
Are you a delegate from your church? 

State 

Email 

Mail Checks to ABCCR: 5889 SW 29th St, Topeka, KS 66614 

Dietary Restrictions (please mark one) 

 
Print your name as you want it to appear on your name tag 

(mark all that apply) 

(Circle one)



2024 ABCCR Annual Gathering Child Registration Form 

City 
Church Name

REGISTRATION FEES

Meals 
Thursday Dinner for children ages 0-10 $12
Thursday Dinner for children ages 11+ $18 
Chicken Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, Sheet Cake 

 

Friday Dinner for children ages 0-10 $12 
Friday Dinner for children ages 11+ $18 
Grilled Chicken, Vegetable, Salad, Rolls, Sheet Cake 

Friday Lunch for children ages 0-10 $10 
Friday Lunch for children ages 11+ $13 
AB Men- Cheeseburgers, Fries, Cookies
AB Women- Sandwiches, Chips, Cookies 

 

State 

September 26, 2024 - Ministers Council Meeting and Dinner
September 27-28, 2024 

First Baptist Church, 803 S. Dinsmore Ave, Lyons, KS 67554 
Celebration Centre, 1145 E. US #56, Lyons, KS 67554 

 

Zip 

Please complete a separate registration form for each person 

Address

Child's Name

Child's Age

Parent's Name

Alternate Phone Number 
(In Case of Emergency) 

City 

Child's Grade  

Parent's Phone Number 

Email 

Yes ($5) 

Vegetarian Gluten Free 
Dietary Restrictions 

Childcare for children ages 3-10 is being offered on Saturday morning ONLY beginning at 8:00 AM until 
approximately 11:30 AM. Childcare is $5 per child. 

My child will attend Saturday morning childcare. 
No 



MEDICAL
Allergies 
Consent for Emergency Medical Care for a Minor: By signing this form, I hereby authorize the
Kansas Baptist Convention, Inc. also known as the American Baptist Churches of the Central
Region and First Baptist Church of Lyons, Ks to consent to any medical care and treatment for
my child that is recommended by a licensed healthcare provider to whom the Child is presented
for treatment. To ensure that the Child receives prompt medical care and treatment, when
necessary, I hereby release any licensed health care provider providing medical care to the Child
in reliance of this form from liability relating to such provider's acceptance of my substitute 

 If you consent, sign your name below:

 

If you consent, sign your name below: 

caregiver's consent.  

 
I, the undersigned individual, grant American Baptist Churches of the Central Region
(ABCCR located at 5889 SW 29th St, Topeka, Kansas, and First Baptist Church of Lyons, KS
the perpetual, non-exclusive, royalty-free right and license to: Record my participation and
appearance on digital or film photography, video, audio or any other medium. Use my name (or
any fictional name), likeness, voice, and biographical material and information in connection
with these recordings to be used only in or for ABCCR written, electronic and web publications,
including social media and apps to be used for the promotional material, multimedia
and publication purposes of the American Baptist Churches of the Central Region.+ Reproduce,
distribute, publicly display, and/or publicly perform, in print, electronic, or any other medium,
copies of the recordings, in whole or in part. Grantor represents that he or she possesses all rights
necessary to grant this permission for and in connection. I am voluntarily making this grant of
rights. I further agree to release and forever discharge ABCCR, its agents, employees, and
designated representatives from any and all claims in law or equity that I, my heirs, or personal
representatives have or shall have arising out of recordings. I am the parent or guardian of
the minor named above and have the legal authority to execute the above release. I approve and 

waive any rights in this release. 

 
Is there anything else we need to know? 















Planned Giving
HELPING YOU TO GIVE GENEROUSLY, 

REV. TIM SCHWARTZ 

KBCF DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING

913-424-9939/ 785-272-7622

TIMMANS39@GMAIL.COM 

TIM.SCHWARTZ@ABCCR.ORG 

How many of you have ever heard of the radio broadcaster, Paul Harvey? I'm sure there are many of you who know who he is

and some others who do not. He usually broadcasted the news on the radio every day around 11:30 a.m. or so and he also

included interesting and unusual news stories of note. Still, he also had another radio program, that was probably 5 minutes or

less, which usually was broadcast just before 3:00 p.m. on weekdays. That program was called, “The Rest of The Story” and it

always included an informative and fascinating story like the fact that the original Coca-Cola had a small hint of cocaine in it or

the true story behind a Rembrandt painting or how Colonel Sanders came up with 11 herbs and spices for his fried chicken

recipe, etc. What does this have to do with my article? Well, let's find out.

During our 65th anniversary year, as we take a look at the life of another couple who took out a charitable gift annuity with the

Kansas Baptist Convention Foundation, we will learn more about the lives of Reverend Darrell & Mrs. Betty R. Heidner. That's

where the rest of the story comes in! I was looking for their obituaries online and I didn't find much information, so I got a hold of

their daughter, Ruth Clark, one of our gifted musicians in the local church and American Baptist leader throughout the

denomination, and she helped me out by having her sister send me their individual obituaries.

While their obituaries had all of the important information in them, they were so short that there was not a good enough story in

my opinion to share. I think the most important things that I gleaned from both of them is that they were married for 65 years

and they have five children, 16 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren at the time of Betty R. (Wing) Heidner's death. ( I need to

state it that way because Rev. Darrell was married a second time to Betty Nettleton.) Rev. Darrell was born in New Effington, SD

in 1924. He worked for the Santa Fe Railroad in KC, KS as he studied for Christian ministry. He pastored churches in Iowa and

Nebraska before moving to Wichita in 1980, to serve as an area minister for the American Baptist Churches of the Central

Region.  

Being a farm boy myself, I felt like I needed more meat and potatoes 

or corn for this story, so I contacted Ruth again and she wrote an 

amazing, stream-of-consciousness piece about her parents. So I am 

going to share some excerpts from that now. 

She writes, “Three things changed the course of his life in South 

Dakota. When he was 16, there was an accident in the field, and a 

horse fell on him, severely breaking his leg. He spent six weeks that 

summer in traction in the upstairs room of the local doctor's office. 

During that time, bored and restless, he began to read the New 

Testament seriously. While church was always a part of their lives, 

he had not previously given much thought to his relationship with 

the Lord.

Because of the accident, one leg was shorter than the other which 

did not allow him to serve in the military. Instead, he went with three 

others to Oregon and spent several months welding ships during 

World War II.



Finally, the allergies that had caused him problems since his early years convinced him that trying to stay on the farm was not

his best health choice. He went to Minneapolis and learned how to be a railroad telegraph operator, cutting orders for trains.

When he completed the training he was offered two positions— one in Arizona (probably because of his health concerns) and

another in Kansas City, Kansas ( much closer to South Dakota). So, he arrived early one morning at Union Station in Kansas City

which, as one of his neighbors later claimed, “ would hold a lot of hay!” 

He found an upstairs sleeping apartment in the home of a Santa Fe engineer's widow in Argentine and went to work in the office.

One of his coworkers, Allen Wing, took pity on the homesick young man and invited him to church and Sunday dinner at their

home where he had a daughter named Betty.

Even though they proudly served cherry pie from their backyard tree (to which Darrell was seriously allergic), the dinner was a

great success. Darrell began faithfully attending Argentine Baptist Church with Betty and her family and was baptized there.

Engaged on New Year's eve, they were married there in June of 1948.”

Their story continues—they continued to work at the church and helped with Youth for Christ. He felt a nudge toward ministry,

so he began studying at Kansas City Bible College the same month that they welcomed their first daughter, Ruth. During bible

college he was encouraged to do some preaching and served at Morse Community Church for several years. He held baby

daughter Ruth in his arms while he led the singing and Betty played the piano during the first few months there. After Bible

College, he still needed a few more credits so he studied at Kansas City Kansas Junior College. During this time they welcomed

their second daughter Martha. Next, he studied at Central Baptist Theological Seminary and their son Paul was welcomed into

the family as well. During his final 18 months of Seminary, he became the associate pastor at the First Baptist Church of

Overland Park. He completed his Bachelor of Divinity degree in 1958 and was ordained by the First Baptist Church of Overland

Park before becoming the pastor of the Merrill’s Grove Baptist Church in rural Shelby County, Iowa. During this time they

welcomed their third daughter Rachel.

Ruth writes more– “On a January day in 1963 so cold and stormy that neither the current school nor the new school was open,

they moved to Shenandoah, Iowa, where he became the pastor of the First Baptist Church. They welcomed their fourth daughter

Lois that June. That was when Betty announced, “ since we have welcomed a new child with each new school or church, next

time, we should get a dog!” 

Seven years later, they moved to Omaha, Nebraska, to begin ministry with the Benson Baptist Church (no new children, but a

new dog!) After ten years there, the Central Region called him to become the Area Minister for the South Central Area, and they

moved to Wichita to begin that Ministry.

All during their marriage, Darrell was an avid and effective gardener. Betty learned to can and freeze the produce. It was an

extension of that passion for growing – garden, churches and the Kingdom – that made them consider establishing annuities

that would provide Christmas and anniversary gifts for each of their children. We continue to enjoy the blessings of their

thoughtfulness each year.” *

How about you? Would you like to establish a gift annuity or annuities that would bless your children with financial gifts for the

years to come? That is certainly something to consider! So if you are interested in that or want to fund a charitable gift annuity

for another purpose, please go ahead and contact me by email, phone call or text, and I will be happy to help you in that

endeavor.

I want to express my sincere and supreme thanks to Ruth Clark for sharing this delightful, honest, interesting and detailed

story about her beloved parents!!



This month let us pray for the Annual Gathering of the ABCCR, which will be held in Lyons, Kansas. Let

us pray for the planning committee as they make final preparations for this yearly event that all will go

well and smooth for the gathering.

Let us give thanks for the First Baptist Church of Lyons, Kansas, and Pastor Joel Grizzle and all of their

wonderful church family who will host us.

Let us pray for all of our speakers, presenters and preachers including Rev. Dr. Steve Van Ostran, that

the holy spirit will inspire them all with wisdom and knowledge as we learn to do ministry in a new way

by "fishing on the other side of the boat!"

Let us pray for all of our church members, clergy, staff and friends who will participate in the gathering

that they will have safe travels back and forth, that they will be motivated to continue serving God in a

new way and that God will open new doors for ministry as a result of this time. As the scripture says,

 "He said to them, ' Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.' So they cast it,

and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish." 

John 21:6 (NRSV)





Fresh Expressions is working together with ministry leaders to bring you
the best of innovative practices that are transforming churches and
mission across North America. Join us to discover actionable steps that
any congregation can take to be a more effective witness in the world in
which we find ourselves.

In the midst of a rapidly changing ministry landscape, Fresh Expressions
invites you to join us for a day of envisioning the unique ways the Holy
Spirit might be inviting you to step deeper into mission. 

In this interactive day of training you will:

Catalyze a vision for a church that sends out the everyday people of
God to be on mission in their networks and neighborhoods
Brainstorm ways to connect with people your church may not be
currently engaging
Discover how fresh expressions of church can emerge alongside your
traditional church
Explore creative ways of being the church in the world today

Kansas City
VISION DAY

REGISTRATION & MORE INFORMATION:

November 22, 2024
9:30am - 3:30pm

8200 W. 96th St.
Overland Park, KS 662122

FreshExpressions.com/event/KansasCityVisionDay
$50/Person

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF OVERLAND PARK



Baptist Polity Course
Dr. Richard E. Menninger will be offering a Baptist Polity

course in the Central Region for those who need the

course for meeting ordination standards or having their

ordination recognized. Depending on the group size and

availability, this course will be either online, in person, or a

combination of the two. The text for this course is, A

Baptist Manual of Polity and Practice. The cost is $100

per person and will be approximately 6-7 hours of class

time. If you are interested in taking the course, please

email Gregg Hemmen or Jan Smith for more information. 

https://abccr.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef60d7092a4df22488c5e5c11&id=02e2eda051&e=6b071f8548
https://abccr.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ef60d7092a4df22488c5e5c11&id=02e2eda051&e=6b071f8548
mailto:gregg.hemmen@abccr.org?subject=&body=
mailto:jsonnall@gmail.com?subject=&body=

